
Climate

programs in the two primary areas of 
climate change work—mitigation of 
greenhouse gas emissions and adapta-
tion to climate change impacts.

Second, and equally important, it had 
to promote the integration of climate 
change considerations into USAID’s 
development work broadly. Taking cli-
mate change into account is simply good 
practice. Core development programs 
can build climate resilience and favor 
lower-emissions approaches, especially 
in “climate-sensitive” sectors such as ag-
riculture, forestry, energy, water, health, 
and disaster management.

For example, in the agriculture sec-
tor, analysis of weather and climate 
data drive good practices and good de-
cision making, including crop selection; 

ensuring sufficient water is available at 
the right time; designing infrastruc-
ture that provides reliable access to 
markets; and evaluating import and 
export balances.

As of early July, the draft strategy is 
nearing its final stage. It has gone 
through a number of expert consulta-
tions, followed by a rigorous interagen-
cy comment process, and will soon be 
presented to USAID Administrator 
Rajiv Shah for his approval. 

But nine months from when it be-
gan, the process of truly integrating 
climate into USAID’s work is just 
beginning. Broad and effective inte-
gration will require new training for 
officers, practical tools to enable field 
staff to design and implement programs, 

and the development of best practic-
es based on testing approaches and 
learning from these experiences.

USAID’s new Climate Change and 
Development Strategy recognizes that 
climate change is not its own sector. It 
must not treat the issue as an environ-
mental problem to be dealt with only 
by climate scientists, while the work of 
the rest of the Agency continues with-
out regard to its impacts. Instead, 
through this strategy, the Agency is 
seizing a course of action that will fun-
damentally change the way USAID 
does business.

In keeping with USAID Forward, 
the Agency’s reform agenda, the strat-
egy explicitly recognizes the need to 
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Map reference: Maplecroft, 2010: Climate change vulnerability map. Vulnerability index combines risk of exposure, degree of sensitivity, and ability of a  
country to adjust to stresses. 1Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Working Group II: Climate Change 2007 – Impact, Adaptation and Vulnerability. 
2World Bank, 2006: Ethiopia: Managing Water Resources to Maximize Sustainable Growth. 3International Flood Policy Research Institute, 2009: Climate 
Change: Impact on Agriculture and Costs of Adaptation. 4United Nations Development Program: Human Development Report 2007/2008: Fighting Climate 
Change: Human solidarity in a divided world. 5World Bank, 2000: Bangladesh: Climate Change and Sustainable Development. Report no. 21104 BD, Dhaka.
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Worldwide, the decline in 
calorie availability by 2050 
will increase child malnutrition 
by 20% relative to a world 
with no climate change.3

The Andean inter-tropical 
glaciers in South America 
are expected to disappear 
in the next few decades,  
affecting water availability 
and hydropower generation.1

Worldwide, water stress 
in the 2080s is projected 
to impact 1.1 – 3.2 billion 
people.1
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In India, women born during 
a drought or a flood in the 
1970s were 19% less likely to 
ever attend primary school.4

In Bangladesh, 1 meter of 
sea level rise will flood 20% 
of the country’s land area.5

In Ethiopia, GDP growth closely 
tracks rainfall variation.2

de Jong (2005), World Bank (2005)

Studies project a reduction of 
11-28% agricultural production 
in sub-Saharan Africa by 
2050, with wheat expected 
to disappear entirely by 2080.1

A sea level rise of one meter 
could lead to crop losses 
of $500 million of mangos, 
cashew nuts, and coconuts 
in Kenya.1
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